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INTRODUCTION
Made up of more than 800 islands scattered over the Andaman Sea, 
Myeik Archipelago (also known as Mergui Archipelago) is located 
just off the coast of southern Myanmar. With serene turquoise-
clear waters, white sand and palm-fringed beaches, this paradise 
remains one of the world’s best-kept secrets. 

Its beauty remains untouched by mankind’s influence, allowing 
travellers to explore the authentic diversity of flora and fauna in the 
mangrove forests. Go on a diving expedition to discover unique 
marine life or visit nearby villages where “sea gypsies” reside. Learn 
everything you need to know about Myeik Archipelago with this 
e-guide to help you plan the trip of a lifetime.
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BY AIR
Kawthaung is the 
gateway to Myeik 
Archipelago. Travellers 
already in Myanmar can 
fly direct from Yangon 
to Kawthaung, which 
will take 1 hour and 30 
minutes. Another option 
is to fly to Bangkok 
and then to Ranong. In 
Ranong, you can take a 
boat ride across the river 
to get to Kawthaung. 
Flying would be the most 
convenient way to get to 
Kawthaung. Once you 
are in Kawthaung, there 
will be boats ready to 
take you to Myeik.

BY BUS 
If you are coming from 
Thailand, you can take a 
bus from either Bangkok, 
Phuket or Surat Thani 
to Ranong. The journey 
will take 9 hours from 
Bangkok, 4–5 hours from 
Phuket and 3–4 hours 
from Surat Thani. 

BY CAR
There are private car 
rentals available from 
the airport or your hotel 
to Ranong. The journey 
takes about 9 hours from 
Bangkok and 4–5 hours 
from Phuket or Surat 
Thani.

HOW  TO 
GET  THERE Best time to visit:

November/ 
December to  

February 
You can also  

consider:
March to April
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People 

The Moken, also known as sea gypsies, reside 
among the 800 islands of Myeik Archipelago. 
Just under 3,000 in population, this group 
lives a semi-nomadic hunter-gatherer life-
style, sustaining themselves off the land and 
sea of the archipelago that stretches across 
400km.

Expert boat makers, they live most of the 
year at sea and move to shore during the mon-
soon season between the months of May and 
October. A unique trait of the Moken people is 
their ability to see underwater better and hold 
their breath longer than the average human.

Culture 
On the day of the waxing moon in the fifth lunar month, the Moken 
people hold an annual ceremony to celebrate the ancestors’ pole 
(Hnear-En-Hlor-Bong). During this period, tribe members will not go 
outside or do any work for 3 days and 3 nights. Relatives from nearby 
islands will join in the festival, drinking, playing music, dancing and 
communicating with the spirits of their ancestors to bring an abun-
dance of fortune to the village. 

2
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ACTIVITIES

DIVING AND SNORKELLING 
Recognised as one of the best 
places for diving and snorkelling, 
the untouched quality of the dive 
sites of Myeik Archipelago allows 
it to host a variety of exotic sea 
creatures such as hammerhead 
sharks, manta rays, grey reef sharks, 
barracudas, frogfish and more. 

The best way to experience 
diving in Myanmar is through 
liveaboard dive safaris, which 
usually involve 5 to 7 days or more 
of diving. Not only is it the most 
effective way to explore the outer 
reaches of the archipelago, but it is 
also effortless as everything will be 
prepared for you as soon as you get 
on board. 

How to book: You can book a 
liveaboard boat tour online. There 
are various dive vendors and boats 
of different classes to choose from. 

Cost: Starting from 2,900,065 Kyats 
per diver for a 7-day/6-night tour, 
the price depends on the package 
and type of boat you choose. Luxury 
boats are typically more expensive.

A
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SAILING 
Discover secret sea caves, ancient mangrove forests, 
pristine beaches and various flora and fauna by sail. 
The ideal time to do this is from December to Feb-
ruary when weather conditions are warm and sunny, 
with steady winds and calm seas. 

Those planning to travel in a group can choose 
to charter a private yacht and enjoy the flexibility of 
setting sail for the perfect beach or an isolated island 
whenever they want. Private cabins are also available 
for those travelling solo or with a partner. Each boat is 
equipped with a personal chef, crew, basic amenities 
and, occasionally, some onboard entertainment. 

How to book: Private boat charters and cruises can 
be found online. There are many boats coming in from 
Kawthaung, Phuket or Indonesia. 

Cost: A private charter starts from 3,571,659 Kyats 
per night. 

Best time: 
December to  

February 

KAYAKING 
For thrill-seekers, paddling down 
rivers in the shade of massive 
banyan trees is a great way to 
watch the local life, wild nature and 
breathtaking scenery unfold. Pass 
by the Moken people on your journey 
and watch as they engage in their 
daily routines. Kayaking allows you 
to paddle between sea caves that 
are too narrow for bigger boats to 
pass through. 

HIKING AND JUNGLE TREKKING
Blessed with dense forests and 
stunning valleys, hiking is one 
way to capture the beauty of the 
archipelago. Home to more than 230 
bird species, individuals who visit 
Lampi Island will have the chance to 
spot unique birds. When you reach 
the top of the hill, be sure to catch 
the amazing sunset overlooking the 
ocean. It is a view worth climbing for. 

FISHING 
Experience catching your own 
dinner for a change. From 
barracudas to snappers, fishing in 
Myeik Archipelago is both fun and 
exciting. Let your chef surprise you 
with dishes made from your catch 
of the day. 

B

C

D

E

4

65



8

ATTRACTIONS 

DIVE  SITES
The Burma Banks 
Before Myeik Archipelago was open 
to tourism, Burma Banks were the 
only place where diving boats were 
allowed to visit. Shark sightings 
are almost guaranteed but the 
strong currents may not be suited 
to inexperienced divers. More than 
9 species of sharks have been 
reported to be seen in Myanmar 
waters, including hammerhead, bull, 
grey reef, nurse and the rare spinner 
sharks. Adventure junkies brave 
enough to face these creatures 
should definitely make a trip here.

Shark Cave 
Located north of Great Swindon Island is a chain of 3 little islands called 
Three Islets or Shark Cave by dive operators. The highlight of this site is the 
underwater cave found at the biggest of the 3 islets. Between the large cave 
entrance in the northwest corner of the islet and the narrower end on the 
east side of the islet is a tunnel spanning about 20m long. Grey reef sharks 
are frequently seen outside the tunnel but as long as they are given free 
passage, they mean no harm. Divers who have never tried swimming through 
a passage would find this interesting.

A

Black Rock 
Rated as one of the 
best dive sites in the 
archipelago, Black Rock 
features depths of over 60 
metres. Its location is a 
natural magnet for marine 
life. Manta rays and eagle 
rays are common visitors 
to the area.

Hammerhead shark
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MACLEOD ISLAND 
This private island is the 
home of Myanmar Andaman 
Resort, giving its visitors 
the freedom to explore the 
island. There is no shortage 
of nature activities on this 
island. With the highest 
peak at 173 metres above 
sea level, nature lovers can 
enjoy climbing to the peak 
to catch the view from there. 
Visitors can also try out 
bird watching or explore the 
tropical rainforest on the 
island. 

B

C
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COCKS  
COMB ISLAND
This island is 
also known as 
Emerald Heart 
Island, a name 
derived from the 
lagoon within 
the island that 
resembles 
an emerald-
coloured heart. 
To get to the 
lagoon, you must 
first go under 
limestone caves. 
This is a popular 
snorkelling spot, 
as the clear 
water makes 
it easy to spot 
large schools of 
fish, sea urchins, 
coral reefs, 
turtles and even 
jellyfish.

LAMPI ISLAND
Lampi Island is the biggest island that makes up Lampi Marine 
National Park, which has been recognised as an ASEAN 
Heritage Park since 2003 thanks to its biodiversity of many 
terrestrial and marine endangered species. Lampi is considered 
a “Mother island” for the Moken as it is a protected area that 
provides food, water and energy sources to the people. Visitors 
are encouraged to kayak to witness some of the exotic flora 
and fauna of this island. 

NYAUNG WEE ISLAND 
Home to a few Moken villages, this charming is-
land will give you a chance to converse with locals 
and learn about their unique culture. Located 10 
nautical miles south of Lampi, Nyaung Wee is 
surrounded by many nameless small islands that 
the Moken take refuge in during the monsoon 
season. Hiking on the island offers you great views 
of nearby isles.
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WHERE TO STAY 

BACKPACKERS
Travellers looking to experience the 
beauty of the islands in the Andaman 
Sea without breaking the bank can do 
so by staying in Kawthaung or Ranong. 
Day boat tours are available to bring you 
to the islands. Most budget hotels offer 
basic amenities that ensure you have a 
comfortable stay throughout your days 
of adventure. 

LUXURY RESORTS 
If you are looking to experience the ultimate island escape, luxury resorts 
in Myeik Archipelago offer exclusivity, leisure and comfort without 
impacting the environment. Most of these resorts are located on private 
islands with very little inhabitants, leaving travellers to claim the whole 
island to themselves. Unwind at the resort spa, indulge in farm-to-table 
dining, and watch the sunset from your private decks. Some of the 
accommodation options available are ocean-view villas, hilltop tree 
houses and even tented villas by the beach. This intimate island escape 
offers a totally new beach experience in Myanmar.

A
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Kawthaung or 
Victoria Point

PERMITS & VISA
Visiting Myeik Archipelago requires a special permit. For 
travellers planning a multi-day liveaboard or sailing tour, 
the process of obtaining a permit is usually handled by 
the tour operator as part of the package. Under a special 
agreement between Myanmar and Thai authorities, 
visitors who enter Myeik via Ranong are granted a visa 
waiver stamp. However, if you opt for this route, you 
must re-enter Thailand after your liveaboard tour.

PATROLS 
Foreigners are not 
permitted to travel freely 
to the islands without 
a guide or being part 
of a tour. There are 
officers who patrol the 
islands and check visitor 
documentation.

TIPS & ADVICE
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